






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































MICHAEL APUZZO PLUMBERS LOCAL UNION No.1 TRADE EDUCATION FUND VINCENT ASPROMONTE

JATC Co-Chair - Labor JOINT APPRENTICESHIP AND TRAINING COMMITTEE JATC Co-Chair - Management

Ph. (718) 752 - 9630 SR ) Fax (718) 752 - 9634
PLUMBERS EDUCATION GASFITTERS

PLUMBERS & GAS-FITTERS TRAINING CENTER
UA LOCAL UNION No. 1 of NEW YORK CITY
37-11 47th Avenue, Long Island City, N.Y. 11101

ARTHUR O. KLOCK JR.

Director of Trade Education

November 17, 2021

To: NYC Council Committee on Environmental Protection
From: Arthur Klock, Plumbers Local Union No.1 Director of Trade Education
Re: Testimony in Opposition to the Gas Ban Bill - Intro. No 2317

Good afternoon Chairman Gennaro and members of the Committee on Environmental Protection.
My name is Arthur Klock. | am the Director of Trade Education at Plumbers Local 1, and | have an intimate
knowledge of the fuel gas infrastructure of New York City, having worked in the Plumbing Industry for
over 35 years. | will speak today in opposition to Intro. No 2317.

The last few years have made clear that climate change is most certainly real. Our union is
committed to the development and utilization of renewable sources of energy to reduce our carbon
footprint. Making the transition from fossil fuels, to low carbon sources of energy, is the overarching goal.
Achieving that goal must be done in a carefully planned and well thought out approach so that we avoid
the hardships, expenses, and regrets of Unintended Consequences.

We have two (2) major energy distribution grids in New York City. These are both massive
infrastructure systems comprised of miles of distribution conduits which bring the energy needed for
everyday life to New Yorkers rich and poor alike. Electricity, with its overhead power lines, wall outlets,
and hand operated light switches is more visible and interactive than the other, but natural gas, while
hidden from the average New Yorker underground, behind appliances, and in the boiler room is
omnipresent as well. Both are delivered by massive infrastructure built over many decades. They are both
currently vital to our city.

Making a transition from natural gas providing the lion’s share of our heat, hot water, and cooking
fuel will not be easy or quick. It is not as simple as some may imagine. It is a known fact that each
summer, when air conditioners are running, our electric grid is taxed almost to the point of failure. Some
believe we can simply do away with natural gas and add the massive demand now dependent on the gas
grid to the electric grid. This is simply untrue under current real life conditions. The gargantuan (and as
yet unfunded) task of massively expanding, upgrading and essentially completely re-building our city’s
electric grid street by street (and rewiring our homes and businesses) will be necessary first.
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Teamsters Local Union No. 553

Affiliated with the International Brotherhood of Teamsters

265 West 14" Street, Suite 305, New York, NY 10011-7189
Phone: 212-929-6828 Fax: 212-691-8025

Demos P. Demopoulos
Secrotary-Treasurer & Execulive Cfficer

November 17, 2021

My name is Demos Demopoulos, I am Secretary-Treasurer and Executive Officer of Teamsters
Local 553 and Secretary-Treasurer of Teamsters Joint Council 16, representing 120,000
Teamsters throughout the City of New York.

Intro 2317 as it stands now and 1f passed will have & harmful effect on worliing families and an
industry that is made up of mostly small to medium sized family-owned businesses who have
been serving customers in the five boroughs and providing good Union jobs with excellent pay,
pension and medical benefits for their families,

Sinee 2012 the industry has been working hard to reengineer its fuel and make heating oil
cleaner by blending biodiesel, which is a drop in fuel that can replace conventional heating fuel
without expensive changes to customers heating systems. We have helped the Industry and the
environment by lobbying in the past to lower the Sulphur conterit in heating oil and now with the
blending of bicdiesel will further the goal of using a cleaner fuel and protect the environment.

We urge you to consider this and not pass this Intro 2317 lcgislation and protect Teamster
families,

Sincerely,
N Ay ij%*

Decmos P. Demopoulos a’
Secretary-Treasurer
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